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The scope and depth of EFSA’s scientific activities are very evident in this special issue of the EFSA 
Journal which marks the 10
th anniversary of the organisation. It highlights the “farm to fork” approach 
articulated in the General Food Law, also ten years old in 2012, which recognises that Europe needs 
an integrated approach to food safety, engaging all the actors in the food chain, and making optimal 
use of scientific expertise. The decade-long progress that Europe has made, with EFSA at the heart of 
the effort, in crucial public health and consumer protection areas are highlighted. They include the 
control of zoonotic pathogens such as Salmonella in the food chain, the successful curtailment of BSE, 
the  evaluation  of  the  safety  of  food  additives  on  the  European  market,  and  EFSA’s  growing 
contribution to environmental protection.  
While the European Union has changed significantly since EFSA first opened its doors in Brussels in 
2002, the founding principles of the organisation remain constant: scientific excellence, independence, 
openness, and transparency. Each has been fostered from the outset; scientific excellence is a guiding 
principle for everything EFSA strives to achieve, from the selection of Europe’s leading experts to 
populate its scientific bodies through to the quality management programme for scientific outputs 
which we are developing. Transparency in the scientific underpinning of EU food policy bears no 
resemblance  to  the  pre-EFSA  era  with  all  the  stages  of  development  of  scientific  advice  easily 
accessible on our corporate website along with the declarations of interest of those generating the 
advice and of course each scientific output that we have adopted. Access to essential expertise and 
data is a critical consideration for all risk assessment bodies, including EFSA, and has to be balanced 
against the need to ensure that our science is free from any undue bias. We have confidence in the 
robust  set  of  policies  and  procedures  that  we  have  developed  over  time  to  ensure  scientific 
independence and, as we have done over the past 12 months, we will regularly review them to ensure 
that  they  are  effective  and  enable  us  to  continue  to  benefit  from  the  input  of  Europe’s  leading 
scientists.  
The growth curve of the organisation has been steep and the Panels have been seriously challenged to 
deliver the scientific advice required, often against tight deadlines: The volume of outputs EFSA has 
issued since inception has accelerated from 174 scientific outputs in 2006 to 658 in 2011. However, 
volume is only one aspect of EFSA’s workload: the growing complexity of risk assessments requires 
new methodologies, more multidisciplinary approaches and the increased engagement of stakeholders. 
Furthermore, there is an increasing demand on the organisation for the evaluation of applications 
related to regulated products and claims, important work in supporting innovation in the agri-food 
                                                 
1  Correspondence: editor-in-chief.efsajournal@efsa.europa.eu Foreword 
 
EFSA Journal 2012;10(10):sf101  2 
sector and in realising the vision of the Commission’s Europe 2020 Strategy. All of these factors are 
reflected in this issue and are considered in more detail in EFSA’s Science Strategy 2012-2016 which 
lays down our vision of how we will continue to support European food safety in the years ahead. The 
strategy analyses the experience gained in EFSA’s first decade and anticipates the future challenges to 
enable us to plan our resources and prioritise our future work programmes. 
Those  future  challenges  are  driven  by  a  number  of  factors  including  the  changing  legislative 
framework, technological innovation, the globalised trade in foodstuffs, climate change and the need 
to ensure sustainable food production systems against the backdrop of a growing global population. 
The evolving nature and increasing complexity of EFSA’s mandates means that it is essential to use 
the  multidisciplinary  skills  of  its  Panels  and  Scientific  Committee  to  address  questions 
comprehensively.  This  is  particularly  true  in  still-emerging  fields  such  as  the  risk  assessment  of 
chemical mixtures and low-dose effects. Furthermore, there is increasing scrutiny on our work to 
ensure that it is impartial and addresses societal concerns: as a public organisation, EFSA welcomes 
this scrutiny.     
Many of the challenges we face are global in nature and cannot be successfully addressed by any 
individual Member State or indeed by the EU on its own. That is why cooperation is so important to us 
and why it is prioritised at many different levels of the organisation. None of the activities included 
here would be possible without the cooperation of the Member States, national food safety agencies, 
fellow  European  institutions,  international  counterparts,  stakeholder  bodies,  scientific  institutions 
across Europe and, last but not least, the many experts who contribute to our work every year. We 
thank all of them for this essential cooperation as we look forward to the next decade of progress in 
protecting European consumers and supporting innovation in the agri-food sector. 
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